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1. Introduction; Aspects Of The Controversy * 

Ever since the end of the Second World War the "bombing of 
Dresden has "been a highly controversial subject, not only among 
the Germans themselves, but also with the Communists in the 
Soviet Zone of Germany, who have capitalized upon the air raids 
(which in reality aided the Red Army) to further Communist prop- 
aganda and sway German sympathies away from Western influences 
To be sure, the destruction of this beautiful city with such 
great loss of life— so late in the war— was catastrophic in the 
extreme for the German people, an imm ense misfortune of war* 

The tragedy of Dresden is even more poignantly etched on the 
mind by the impact of the tremendous events and absolute chaos 
which climaxed its last days when multitudes of refugees, fleeing 
from the east before the onrushing led Army, swarmed by the tens 
of thousands into the overcrowded city. Unending streams of 
refugees poured into Dresden, by day and by night, jamming all 
the railroad stations, blocking the streets with vehicles, filling 
each house to the last place, and camping by the thousands in 

the cold, wet weather in the city squares, parks, and the meadows 

2 

by the Elbe river* On the night of its destruction, Dresden 



mRc Haw York Times . International Edition, 12 February 1953* 
page 3 » titled: "U.S. Lays Dresden Bombing to Soviet Plea, 

Spoiling German Reds ’Hate America* Line.” See Appendix I* 
Special Issue of . LIFE on Germany, 10 May 1954> page 50» 
titled: ’’Bombing U.S.S.R* Sought Is Turned Against U.S*” See 

Appendix II* 

2 

Per Hochrote Hahn , by Hans Runpf, (Darmstadt, Germany, 1952), 
page 133* In Germany the title, ”The Bright-Red Rooster,” is 
symbolic with fire destruction. . 
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sheltered 700,000 refugees according to German estimates,^ in 

addition to its normal population of over 600,000 residents *4 

A well-known German author states that “This great city sheltered 

1,150,000 human beings within its walls as its destruction ap- 

5 

pro ached, as its hour struck.""^ 

Such was the hapless predicament of Dresden— celebrated as 

c 

the "German Florence," and the most beautiful city in Europe- 
on the night of 13-14 February 1945 » now remembered by many 
Germans as "Die Mordnacht von Dresden." 1 This disparaging in- 
sinuation echoes the Nazi accusations Of "terror bombing" by the 
Allies during the war. And now, almost ten years later, with 
war passions abated and memories fading, the revival of this old 
charge, albeit in different form, calls for a dispassionate re- 
view of the detailed reasons for the bombing of Dresden beyond 
the scant facts hitherto disclosed in American papers in Germany. 

It should be pointed out here that the United States Air 
Forces in Europe (USAFE) is the lineal descendant of the wartime 



5 

Ibid. Herr Runpf was a high-ranking military fire marshal 
during the war. 

4 

At the outbreak of the European war in 1959 the population 
of Dresden was 625, 174 • The Encyclopedia Britannica . (1954) » 
Volume VII, page 648. 

The last census, 1946, gave the population of the city and 
environs as 51Q»0G0. Figures furnished by the Statistisches - 
bundesamt (German Federal Republic Statistical Bureau) Wiesbaden 
Office, 15 November 1954* 

5 

Per Tod von Dresden . (The Death of Dresden), by Axel Roden- 
berger, (Franz Muller-Rodenberger, Dortmund, Germany, 1955) » 
page 16. 

6 

In German, "Elbflorenz," or "Florence-on- the-Elbe" river. 

7 

Literally, "The Murder-Night of Dresden." Per Hochrote Hahn , 
pages 135-154 • o 



